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BOSTON, JULY, 1897. 



HE several powers of Christendom should agree on a General 

Congress to be held at the most convenient place, composed of 
<! authorized delegates from every government which may be disposed 

to unite in the general object. 

The real and avowed object of the Congress should be to devise and 
adopt means for improving the condition, preserving the peace, and 
promoting the general welfare ot all nations ; in particular, to organize 
a High Tribunal for the adjustment of disputes between the several 
powers, and thus to prevent the crimes and miseries of war. 

The Congress should agree on reciprocal terms for the reduction of 
standing armies and navies, that the burdens of the people in each coun- 
try may be diminished, and that national revenues may be applied to 
more useful and benevolent purposes than the destruction of mankind. 

It should form a solemn compact, that in future no armed force by 
sea or land shall be employed by any one nation for the annoyance of 
another, nor for any purpose, except the legal suppression of piracy, 
the slave trade, insurrection and outrage. 

Noah Worcester in 1820. 
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CONSTITUTION 



OF THE 



American Peace Society. 



Abticle I. This Society shall be designated the 
Peace Society." 



* American 



Art. II. This Society, being founded od the principle that all 
war is contrary to the spirit of the gospel, shall have for its object 
to illustrate the inconsistency of war with Christianity, to show 
its baleful influence on all the great interests of mankind, and to 
devise means for insuring universal and permanent peace. 

Art. III. Persons of every Christian denomination desirous of 
promoting peace on earth, and good-will towards men, may be- 
come members of this Society. 

Art. IV. Every annual subscriber of two dollars shall be a 
member of this Society. 

Art. V. The payment of twenty dollars at one time shall con- 
stitute any person a Life-member. 

Art. VI. The chairman of each corresponding committee, the 
officers and delegates of every auxiliary contributing to the funds 
of this Society, and every minister of the gospel who preaches 
once a year on the subject of peace, and takes up a collection in 
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behalf of the cause, shall be entitled to the privileges of regular 
members. 

Abt. VII. All contributors shall be entitled within the year to 
one-half the amount of their contributions in the publications of 
the Society. 

Abt. VIII. The Officers of this Society shall be a President, 
Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, an Auditor and a 
Board of Directors, consisting of not less than twenty members of 
the Society, including the President, Secretary and Treasurer, 
who shall be ex-officio members of the Board. All Officers shall 
hold their offices until their successors are appointed, and the 
Board of Directors shall have power to fill vacancies in any office 
of the Society. There shall be an Executive Committee of seven, 
consisting of the President, Secretary and five Directors to be 
chosen by the Board, which Committee shall, subject to the 
Board of Directors, have the entire control of the executive and 
financial affairs of the Society. Meetings of the Board of Direc- 
tors or of the Executive Committee may be called by the President, 
the Secretary or two members of such body. The Society or the 
Board of Directors may invite persons of well known legal ability 
to act as Honorary Counsel. 

Art. IX. The Society shall hold an annual meeting at such 
time and place as the Board oi Directors may appoint, to receive 
their own and the Treasurer's report, to choose officers, and 
transact such other business as may come before them. 

Akt. X. The object of this Society shall never be changed ; 
but the constitution may in other respects be altered, on recom- 
mendation of the Executive Committee, or of any ten members of 
the Society, by a vote of three-fourths of the members present 
at any regular meeting. 
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THE TREATY TO BE KENEWED. 

It is reported from Washington that President McKin- 
ley has determined to revive the arbitration treaty with 
Great Britain, and that a new treaty has already been 
drafted to serve as a basis of negotiations. The treaty 
is not to be submitted to the Senate until next December, 
and in the meantime that body is to be carefully canvassed 
as to the reception which it may be expected to give to 
a new convention. 

The dispatches state that the new treaty will be so 
drawn as to avoid the features which Senators found so 
objectionable in the rejected one. If it is true, as. re- 
ported, that ex-Senator Edmunds is assisting in the 
drafting of the new convention, we may expect that in 
substance it will not depart very far from the Olney- 
Pauncefote paper. Mr. Edmunds was one of those who 
warmly approved the rejected convention, and considered 
the objections against it as having no real weight. There 
is probably no truth, however, in the report that he has 



been asked to assist in framing the new document. 
Whether the report of the early revival of the treaty be 
true or not, we can not say. We have little doubt of 
the correctness of the rumor. It falls in entirely with 
what was to have been expected. There was really no 
other consistent course for the State Department to pur- 
sue. The President and Secretary of State had both 
strongly expressed themselves as in favor of such a con- 
vention. The rejected treaty lacked only three votes of 
obtaining a two-thirds majority of the Senate, — the ma- 
jority which it did actually obtain being much greater than 
that by which most important measures are carried 
through that body. The people of the country pro- 
nounced themselves in overwhelming numbers in favor 
of the former treaty, and made it perfectly clear that the 
action of the Senate did not reflect their sentiment, and 
that they were sorely displeased and mortified thereby. 

In view of these considerations, and of the fact that 
the United States has been the foremost champion of in- 
ternational arbitration, it would have been surprising if 
the President had not felt himself justified, nay even 
under the strongest obligation to the nation and to the 
world to take up the subject at the earliest practicable 
moment. That he is reported to have done so already, 
gives the greatest pleasure to the multitudes of friends of 
arbitration throughout the country, and he may be assur- 
ed of their hearty and enthusiastic support. The heart 
of the nation is with him. 

We do not anticipate the least difficulty from the other 
side of the water. The dissatisfaction among the British 
people at the adverse action of our Senate was deep and 
widespread, but we are sure that there will be no dispo- 
sition to retaliate by the rejection of what our government 
may offer in the form of a new treaty. On the contrary, 
there will be the greatest readiness to accept anything 
that is fair and reasonable. Before leaving Washington 
on the 22d of June Sir Julian Pauncefote, the British 
ambassador, in a speech in reply to an address congratu- 
lating Queen Victoria presented by a number of former 
British subjects, made an allusion to the arbitration 
treaty. He said that he had deeply at heart the accom- 
plishment of this great international agreement and that 



